a National Orchard Inventory for Scotland

THE INVENTORY STORY SO FAR

Project partners:
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People’s Trust for Endangered Species Orchard Research & Enterprise CIC



What is it?

e it’s a list of where
orchards are and what
there like
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e when was it last done?

—well it wasn’t but the
1885 Congress
documented 100s of
orchards in Scotland . ..
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Why do it now ?

Lot of reasons - these are the reasons we think it is worthwhile:

e orchards are an important part of our landscape for many
reasons; local tasty fruit, part of cultural heritage, pretty blossom
in the Spring, local business that uses the fruit, valuable habitat
for birds and beasties —and so on.

e our longstanding traditional orchards are in decline, and have
been for many decades. We are approaching a critical phase —
we need to do something now to ensure their survival.

* knowing what is out there — across Scotland — will give us all a lot
of information about where best to target attention, and who to

engage with.
Have you got any to add ?



* How many trees makes an orchard ?

* For the purpose of this work we are defining
an orchard as 5 or more fruit trees that are
within 20m apart from crown edge to crown
edge.



How does the process work?

1. DeskStudy 2013-14

Uses digital maps, aerials
photos & existing information

Finds Likely Orchard Sites 2. Field Verification 2014-16

Collaborates local
organisations
Volunteers visit each orchard

Field Survey of all Orchards

3. Inventory dataset published
Data from across Scotland is
collated.

Personal information redacted.

Inventory available for download
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What are the results so far?

1. DeskStudy 2013-14

Uses digital maps, aerials
photos & existing information

Finds Likely Orchard Sites

More than we expected . . .
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1859 sites considered

1728 proposed as candidate orchards to go forward to field
survey

Orchards found in 31 out of 32 Unitary Authority areas.

South Lanarkshire, followed by Fife have the largest number of
candidate orchards, at 213 and 186 respectively

Dumfries & Galloway, Highland, Perth & Kinross and Scottish
Borders all have over 100 candidate orchards.

The total area of candidate orchards is 714 hectares. This
includes mixed habitats such as garden areas or walled gardens
that contain an orchard.

South Lanarkshire has the largest area with 133 hectares, much
of which is found in the Clyde Valley.

Perth & Kinross follows up with 87 hectares, including the Carse
of Gowrie.

Aberdeenshire, Dumfries & Galloway, Fife, Highland, North
Lanarkshire, and the Scottish Borders all have more than 30
hectares each.
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Angus incl Dundee
51orchards
21.1 ha

Perth & Kinross
> 140 orchards
87.1 ha

=

Fife
186 orchards
4 ha

Stirlingshire
41 orchards

Scottish Borders
98 orchards
34.1 ha

South Ayrshire
36 orchards
27.2ha

Dumfries & Galloway
136 orchards
51.5 ha

Source: CW Hayes (2014) A National Orchard Inventory for Scotland. GIS Deskstudy Phase. Report to SNH./
Base Map Source: Wikimedia Commons.  Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license.




West Dunbartonshire

17 orchards
3 ha

Clackmannanshire
30 orchards
11.4 ha Fife

186 orchards

East Dunbartonshire - 394 ha
15 orchards

Inverclyde
9 sorchards

North Ayrshire
21 orchards
49 ha

East Ayrshire
19 orchards

. 11.8 ha

2.7 ha

Falkirk
28 orchards

10.1 ha Edinburgh City

40 orchards
West Lothian 19.2 ha

North 36 orchards
Lanarkshire 7.4 ha

37 orchards
42 ha

South Lanarkshire
213 orchards
133.1 ha

Mid Lothian
26 orchards

East Lothian
89 orchards
28 ha

Scottish Borders
98 orchards
34.1 ha

Full report of Deskstudy is available for download at www.scotlandthefruit.org
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www.scotlandthefruit.org



What now ?

. 2. Field Verification 2014-16

| Collaboration with

| local organisations
- Volunteers visit each orchard

 Field Survey of all Orchards

 already piloted with Borders Forest Trust
e over 100 orchards verified in Scottish Borders
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How? - Collaboration

local people recruited 10 Jo survey
local engagement with Sechards in the area

local knowledge s buik up
follow on projects can start with & good foundation

Local Partners

—

PIOVISEs Survey resourCes
[ provides mapping of candsdate sites

BN s ST - W AT B -t P -

CoOtedmates & organties

[ Field Verification - How 7 }_,-—-I mnal(wamum} o .
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!  colanes survey mformanon

knowledge stays in local area
{mdwwmwnw
Why Ske thn

} irterest from local organisanon in eechards enhanced

sustanable = local organisations wil
be the custodians of an orchard revivad

www.scotlandthefruit.org



knowledge stays in local area ]

capacity of local organisation built up ]

Why like this ¥y

interest from local organisation in orchards enhanced]

sustainable = local organisations will
be the custodians of an orchard revival

.

© CWHayes & project partners 2014 WWW. Scotl an dt h efru |t .0 rg



National Inventory

Development Trust ~ tecal Fachuance A \

(REMEII, o
- Community Woodland tor |
Liarseer oy .
“’\,_ o NS G NGAT NS _ ot

© CWHayes & project partners 2014 WWW. Scotl an dt h efru |t .0 rg



Location Map for
each site is provided
via Local Facilitator

Grid ref of
site and
approx
location

CWHayes & project partners 2014
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Unique site ref =
Orchard ID

very important
that everything
relating to this
site has that
number on it

red polygon
shows our
understanding
of orchard
area. If thisis
incorrect, draw
actual extent,
and send it
back to us.



How to be involved — at least 3 ways

* Volunteer surveyor in your area
— training provided
— survey materials and methods ready to use
— as few or as many visits as you like
— feedback from Borders pilot was they really enjoyed it

* Local organisations act as a hub and host in your
area. Collaboration.

— Local Facilitator contracted to organise volunteers in
your area

— Methods & systems provided
— Match funding available

RECRUITING NOW - see website for details



Kelso 1860s:  Will this scale & normality of fruit trees & local food ever return ?
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